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Item 17 [from f. 27]

19  Speculum humanae salvationis; Manuale
sacerdotis; Iohannes de Brydlyngton,
Versus prophetie
England Second half of

the fifteenth century

MS 697, ff. 60v-61

The colophon of this codex shows the dif-
ficulties of this kind of evidence. It

states that the treatise was ''copied by a

certain Brother...in the year of the Lord

1377 at the instance of Lord Thomas Thurlaw,

priest'"--script(us) a q(uo)dam fratre...

a(nn)® d(omi)ni MO ccc lzzvii® ad instan-
etam d(omi)ni Thome Thurlaw sacerdotis.
Features of the script and watermarks in
the paper, however, indicate that the
volume could not have been copied before
about 1450. Probably the scribe copied the
colophon from his exemplar.

On one of the front fly-leaves, a six-
teenth-century wit expanded the emblem of
the Roman Republic SPYR (Senatus populus-
que romanus) to read stultus populus quae-
rit Romam (a foolish people seeks Rome).



























35 Berengarius Fredoli, Swmmula confes-
sionis
Germany

Ms 688

This contemporary binding is of full pig-
skin over wooden boards beveled at head-,
tail-, and fore-edges. There is no decora-
tion, although the bands are outlined from
the tying-up process. Evidence can be seen
of two clasps which were attached at the
fore-edge of the back board and extended to
the center of the front board where there
remain pegs, surrounded by diamond-shaped

metal, to receive them. There also was a

hook for chaining and a label piece on the

front cover. The binding is flat backed
and sewn on three split thongs. The head-
caps have rolled out, probably due to the
thickness of the leather. The fly-leaves,
which were originally pasted down, were
from another manuscript.

Fifteenth century

36 Richard of St. Victor, De contempla-
tione, De exterminatione mali et promo-
tione boni; Hugh of Strasbourg, Compen-
dium theologicae veritatis
Germany (ff. 1-146) Fourteenth century
France (ff. 147-255) Thirteenth century

Ms 102

Full pigskin decorated by blind lines and
floral figures covers the wooden boards of
this contemporary binding. The gatherings
are sewn on three split thongs. Originally
the codex was held tight by two straps, one
of which now remains. Five bosses are in
evidence from the holes on the back cover;
and two more holes, top center, once cor-
responded to a hook for chaining. Metal
strips guard the tail and corners of the
boards. The headbands were given addition-
al strength by extra sewing through the
headcaps to form a special protective cov-
er; this cover has almost completely worn
away from the top headband, revealing the
structure clearly.






























Item 54 [from f. 82]
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54 Hilary, De trinitate tually carried the day among the several
Cagliari (Sardinia) Before A.D. 509-510 candidates which appeared in the third and

Vatican City. Archivio della Basilica di S. fourth centuries.

Pietro D. 182. Facsimile from A. Amelli, Near the foot of the page the corrector

S. Hilarii pictaviensis de trinitate Rome: left a note in small, very expert script,

1922), plate 163. saying that he had corrected the fifth
Shown here is the developed stage of book: Contuli (I have compared, i.e. the

canonical half-uncial, the type that even- text with the exemplar) in nomine d(omi)ni

n(ostr)i ih(es)u chr(ist)i.
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"Scripts, like populations,' wrote E.A.
Lowe, 'recruit chiefly from below." By
this he meant that .inventors of calligraph-
ic book hands found their raw material and
drew their inspiration from the handwriting
of the marketplace. What this writing
lacked in pretense, it made up in vigor

and practicality. For it was in the every-
day world of affairs that Western scribes
first discovered how to write without 1lift-
ing the pen. Remigius of Auxerre, writing
in the ninth century, gave these kinds of
scripts their earliest known names: litte-
rae longariae (lengthened letters) and lon-
gae manus scriptura (longhand writing).

The oldest informal writing, however, was
not truly cursive (i.e. running), but con-
sisted mainly of jabbed, straight strokes
such as could be written on wax tablets.
Nevertheless, it is known traditionally as
"ancient Roman cursive.'" Only in its suc-
cessor, the so-called "later Roman cur-
sive," did a genuine cursive emerge. The
earliest extant specimens date from the be-
ginning of the fourth century, and many ex-—
amples survive from the fifth and sixth
centuries, not only in documents but also
in notes entered in the margins or fly-
leaves of books. The adoption of this cur-
sive writing by Imperial and barbarian
chanceries disseminated it throughout the
Latin West. Its spread is noteworthy be-
cause this script contained the seeds of
the handwriting which would emerge in the
late eighth century and dominate from that
time to our own day.

The fragmentation of Western culture fol-
lowing the break-up of the Roman Empire was
reflected in handwriting. During the sev-
enth and eighth centuries it took on dis-
tinctively local features. Scribes of the
time also began to copy books in formalized
versions of the ordinary documentary script
common to their locale. This promotion of
cursive to a more or less calligraphic book
hand was apparently necessary because the
art of writing the old book scripts had
been largely lost. The movement proceeded
irregularly with first France, then Spain,
and finally Italy (where the roots of un-
cial and half-uncial went deeper) produc-
ing characteristic book scripts from the
local cursive. (Ireland and England were a
special situation, treated in the section
on Insular scripts.)

Corresponding roughly to our small let-
ters, these scripts are known as "minus-
cule," as opposed to the "majuscule" alpha-
bets, Rustic and uncial, which generally
resemble our capitals. All of the minus-
cules in their early stages were permeated
with ligatures (two or more letters written
together in such a way that one or more
are deformed--our & is an example), and
with stylized forms not easily read by
those unfamiliar with the script. Gradual
elimination of the ligatures and the more
illegible features in some writing centers
produced several clear minuscule book
scripts by the second half of the eighth
century. One of these was canonized in
the ninth century. Under the impulse of
the contemporary cultural renaissance it
assumed a more or less standard form which
rapidly spread through the Empire and more
gradually to the rest of Europe.

63 Deed of sale of a slave
Syria Ancient Roman cursive
A.D. 166
London, British Museum Papyrus 229. Fac-
simile from Chartae latinae antiquiores,
ed. A. Bruckner and R. Marichal (Olten,
Switzerland: 1954- ), vol. III, plate 200.
Letters made chiefly with successions of
straight strokes are a legacy from writing
on wax tablets.

64 Letter relieving Flavius Abinneus of
his command in Egypt
Later Roman cursive
A.D. 344
Geneva, Papyrus III. Facsimile from J.
Mallon, R. Marichal, and C. Perrat, L'Ecri-
ture latine de la capitale romaine a la
minuscule (Paris: 1939), number 34.
Curved strokes are abundant. Note the
forms of b, g, m, and r-—forerunners of
the forms we use.



















































Item 93 [f. 2]
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