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Chol Grammar
INTRODUCTION

The Chol (Mayan) language is spoken in a belt which stretches

across the northern part of Chiapas, Mexico and a southern edge

. s ss /
of Tabasco, in the municipios of Palenque, Salto de Agua, Tumbalaff
N

Tila, Sabanilla, Tach;alpa and Hiutiupan. The ruins which are
found in much of this area are mut witnesses to the rich history
of the Chol people. The Chol territory borders on that of three
other Mayan groups, the Chontals, the Tzeltals, and the Tzotzils.,
There are approximately 50,000 speakers of the Tumbali dialect
and about 30,000 who speak the dialects of Sabanilla and Tila.

A dialect survey of Chol was made in 1966 by Ronald Stolz-
fus and Eugene Casad of the Summer Emstitute of Linguistics. The
results show that the people of each of four major dialect areas,
Tumbald, North Tila, South Tila, and Sabanilla, understand each
other at rates of 80% or higher. This sketch deals principally
with Tumbald Chol with occasional references to other dialects.

In the two sections of the grammar which deal with phonology
and derivation, the writer has adopted a structural approach. In
the third part of the grammar, which deals with inflection, the
aporoach is structural with emphasis on form classes, but leans
toward a functional apvoroach, since structure alone does not
account for the usage of many of the attributives and particles.
The description of the latter has been brought somewhat into con-
formity with the analysis of parallel word classes in Spanish,
thé language of the society into which Chol speakers are gradually

moving.
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I am grateful to all the Chols who have had a part in intro-
ducing me to their language and village life, and tqky wife,
Evelyn Woodward Aulie, who did the original phonological analy-
sis and prepared the orthography. She also worked out the
patterning of the transitive and intransitive verb s derivation.
I am indebted in many ways to present and former colleagues:

John and Elaine Beekman, Albert and Nita DeVoogd, Ruby Scott,
Henry and Charmaine Stegenga, Viola Warkentin, Arabelle Anderson

Whittaker, and Ruth Hitchner Yourison. I am also indebted to

Doris Bartholomew, Barbara Hollenbach, John Fought andhorman

McQuown, who made many helpful suggestions and criticisms in

the writing of this paper.

Tumbald, Chiapas, México H. Wilbur Aulie
August, 1978




CHAPTER 1
CHOL PHONEMES

Chart I
The Phonemes

Voiceless stops
non-glottalized
glottalized

Voiced stop

Affricates
non-glottalized

glottalized
Fricatives
Sibilants
Nasals
Liquids
Semivowels

Vowels
high

mid

low

1.1. List of

/v/ /ra?/ ‘stream’
/t/ /tal/ ‘coges"
/x/ /kolem/ ‘large’
/?/ /ha? ‘water’
/r*/ /D' AtAl/ 'strong*
/v /etay/ *‘rabbit’
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/k'/
/v/
¢/
/¥
¢/
&/
/s/
/87
Vv
/m/
/n/
avs
/r/
8/
v/
/i/
/e/
s
/a/
/
/o/

/k'aba?/
/bu?ul/
/#ahkan/
/Sav/
/#'an/
/tgohon/
/samiyon/
/gbtol/
/hok'ol/
/me?/
/nahal/
/lehmel/
/rebus/
fwidr/
/yan/
/18 ite?/
/ek'/
/kaskun/
/ak'Al
/ug;ha?/
/otot/

[k ' aba?]
[outui]
Eﬁahkaiﬂ
[éa?p}
[{'ah]
[g'ohon]
):samiyon)
[gbtyol}
{hok ' 01}
ﬁme?]
[ﬁahal}
[1ehmeﬂ
[rebus]
[wig']
[yah]
[i8 itYer]
[ek']
[kAskun]
[ 2ak'a1)
[2u%'na?]
[20tYotY |

*name’
'beans’

'follow'

'honey'

*dip*

‘peck’

'l am going'

‘round’

*hanging'

‘deer’

‘dream’

*burn’

*shawl' (Spanish loanword)
‘wing'

*mumps*

'mala mujer®' (species of tree)

‘star®

'my older brother’
*tongue’
‘mosquito’

‘house’

1.2, Description of the _phonemes

a. The consonants
(1) There is a series of voiceless stop consonants (/p/,

The /p/

pok 'to wash's pah 'sour'; hap

/t/+ /%/) which are phonetically slightly aspirated.
is a bilabial aspirated stops
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'to drink'. The /%t/ has two allecphones, both alveopalatal, one
which almost always occurs with an offglide, as in /tan/ {Q?an}
*lime’, /tun/ [@Wnﬂ *stone®, and /tohol/ %88 Zﬁyohoﬂ ‘price’;
the other has no offglide and occurs only before /i/, as in
/tikin / [ﬁikin] ‘dry' and /tikwal/ [gikwaﬂ 'heat'. In the
Tila dialect there is a /t/ that contrasts with /t¥/. The /k/
is velar, as in kok 'my foot' and kan *know'. The /?/ is
glottal, as in ha?al ‘rain’, bu?ul 'beans*', £i? *dog's. The
glottal stop also occurs non-contrastively before initial vowels,
as in /?am/ [?am} 'spider'. There are no words which begin with
a vowel,

(2) The glottalized and nonpglottalized stops occur in par-
allel series. The glottalized stops are also voiceless. The
/b'/ is bilabial and glottalizeds lb'okj 'lizard®, [p'a@]'des-
pise's The /t'/ and the /k'/ are also glottalizede The /t*/,

like the /t/, has two allophones; one with an offglide, as in

[t'yaﬁl ‘word®, t'Yohol 'pretty'iand Iwit'i} ‘tighten®; and

another with an offglide that occurs before /i/, as in It'iht'is}
gAmeﬂ ‘convulsions*. The /k*/ is velar as in [k'ok{} ‘health’,
[k'/\n] ‘use’,

(3) The voiced stop /b/ has three allophones: (a) the
voiced bilabial stop [b] in initial position or word-medially
following a consonant; examples ares bok *‘pull up by roots,’
nAkbugul *gpectator’; Jb} a bilabial voiced stop that occurs
after a glottal {?S] within a word after a vowel: /Siban/
fsi?ban} ‘comb’, /Z'Abesan/ [E'A?besaa 'to quiet® and (c) a

glottal, accompanied by a light closing of the lips without




Chol Grammar 4

voicing or aspirating &% [?p] in final position after a vowel:

/winikob/ [winiko?p} *Indians*, /leb/ [1e?p} *lard’.

(4) The /£/ and the /c/ are voiceless aspirated affricates,
the first alveolaf and the second alveopalatal; examples aret
éAnsan *kill', wif 'mountain'; ¢ih ‘maguey’, *twine'; Kkue *l1oad’,
‘to carry’.

(5) The /¢*/ is a glottalized alveolar affricate; examples
are: #'Ansan 'to bathe®; smij#*it ‘*a small fish'; pig' 'to
scald’. The/g;/ is a glottallzed alveopalatal affricate; examples
ares é}1h ‘to nail’, tuc onib 'index finger®, mic* ‘angry‘.

(6) The consonants /s/ and the /;} are voiceless sibilants,
the first alveolar and the second alveopalatal: =& sAklan ‘to
look for*: nusan ‘to pass'. mis ‘cat': gug/'wasp'. {gim ‘corn*,
ma;"monkey'. The /h/ is a glottal spirant: huh °paper®, *book’;
bahlum °* jaguar'®,

(7) The /m/ is a voiced bilabial nasal: mis 'cat®; lamital
‘part®; nigim ‘candle, flower', The /n/ is a voiced non-labial
nasal. It has four allophones: (a) alveopalatal, before any
vowel except /i/ in which case there is free variation between
{n) and [R) as in /na?/ [ﬁa?] ‘mother', /nafan/ [ﬁaéan} ‘first',
/hunahb/ [huﬁahb} *hand span', /hini/ [hinil *the'; (b) alveolar
/n/ when it is first in groups of consonants and when it is the
final letter of thd%yllable. as in /bontal/ *large in size or
girth,* /bak'en/ *fear*; (c) velar ng , before /k/, /k'/, and
M/, ag in /winkilel/ [wigkilel] *owner®, /k'Ank‘An/ [k'Agk'An)
‘yellow', /canwos/, [cagwos] 'golonchango (a bdird)*; and (d)
voiceless N , frequently at the end of the word, as in /hoben/
[ho?beNJ ‘mesa’, /#'uben/ [dh?beN] ‘dust®, /wilg*un/ [wil#'uN]

‘to revolve',
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(8) The /1/ is lateral alveolar, and has two allovhones,
one voiceless, the other voiced. The voiceless allophone occurs

after /h/, as in /hump'ehl/ hump’ehl ‘one', Pimad and word

final, as in le¢el/}rﬁe¢eg. The voiced allophone occurs in the

remaiming pbsitions, as in /lohk/ [lohk] *foam®, bai% bAlAk'/ -~

v
‘rotate’s The s /r/ is a voiced flap spuruwok ‘sparrow’,

b. The gemivowels

The /w/ is bilabial and has voiced and voiceless allophoness
voiced in syllable initial position, as in wakas ‘cow’, ;iwig'.
'plane’; voiceless in word final position, as in kaw kaw °*to
open (mouth)®'y The /y/ is palatal and has two allophones. In
initial position and in the middle of a word it is voiced; for
example: yAp *to extinguish', ;iye' *buzzard’; es in word final
pbsition it becomes voiceless, as in /pay/ [pAX]'to call®,
/ouy/ lpux] *thread*’, /boy/ [boX}'slippery'.

ce The vowels

There are six vowels. The /i/ is high, front, close, and
unrounded, as in bik®' ’neck’. All utterance-initial vowels
have a glottal stop onset as in English. The /e/ is mid, front,
open, and unrounded, as in tYe? ‘tree', pimel °‘vegetation®.
The /a/ is low, central, open, unrounded, as in hab ‘’year’,
kilan *to see's The /A/ is mid, central, close, unrunded, as
in B& bAk® ’seed', #AZ *hard’. The /o/ is mid, back, rounded,
as in loh *4wins®, mosil ‘'a covering®’. The /u/ is high, back,

close, rounded, as in mut 'chicken®’, gu¢ ‘wool’.
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d. Prosodic elements

The patterns of the accent and intonation are presented
here because théy are essential to an adequate comprehension
and use of the language.

In words of two syllables of the form CV.CVC with a final
consonant the accent falls on the second syllable; for example:
pisil *cloth', hamfl ‘meadow', bu.?dl ’beans’, gA.mél ‘sickness’.

In words of two syllables of the form CV,CV the accent
falls on the first syllable; for example: £ima ‘cup’, k& ké.ra
‘war’,

In words that have three syllables, the accent falls on the
final syllable with a secondary initial accent on the first
syllable, as in alAbfh 'path’, ma.te.?8l 'undergrowth’,
wi.ni.k8b *men’', pa.ni.mfl *world®’.

In langer words and idioms the secondary stress falls on
the second syllable of the phonological unit. Sometires the
characteristic word stress is shifted because of the phrase
stress patterni

mi.hlineti.kil.1fk ‘not even one’
i y&?.lel lak wit ‘tears’
i pR.Gi.161 la kéh  ‘lips’
(2) Speakers elevate the tone of their voice at the end of

commands and questions, for examples ku ku 'go’, &bahge' awilal?

‘how are you?', dbaki samiyet? 'where are you going?*

l.3. Formation of the gyllablesg

There are seven types of syllabless
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v

cv co.lel ‘cornfield’

cveC bah.nel ‘alone’

cvcee k'ahk ‘fire'

ccy s#'i.so.nel ‘tallor'
kuh

ccve % Bibylum ‘waskp®

ccvce s#ihb *fern®

vc lef.el . 'ascend’

l.4, Distribution of the phonemes

a. The gimple consonants

When the consonant phonemes appear at the bdginning of the
word and before a vowel, any of the consonant phonemes may occur,
For exmmples, see the list of the phonemes on page 1. Any of

the consonants may occur in the middle of the word:

-p=  1ADA ‘put it on' -b- seb'an 'to get light*
-c=  P'Atal *strong® -£-  wugtal 'to squat’

-k-  boko ‘pudl it out’ -C=- kAgk ‘tie it*

-?- ha?as *banana’ ~#'~ y¥ yro'mil ‘salt’

-p’- +tihplel ‘to jump' -c'a yohg3on 'to spy’

-t'~- sget'e ~'eut it -8=  DASA ‘show it®

-k'- ?ak’'A ‘give it* -s- kiin 'hot'

=1- hilel 'to come to' - -r- kokoroho' ‘cock crow’

-m-  lehmel *to burn’ -2 =w- hawaA ‘oven (the mouth)®
-n-  bono ‘to paint it* -y- bohyatag 'very slipvery’
-1- welel ‘flat®

Any coﬁsonanté’may occur at the end of syllables and of words:

flop *to learn® hag* 'to strike®
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pat 'back’ 'to roll up'
‘my foot' *to show'
'water' 4 'trousers’
*to accuse’ ‘twins'
'to cut’ 'to lick®
'to give’ 'to crush'
*to yawn' 'to ascend’

‘hard® *without (arm, leg, tail)’

v
kAe ‘to tie' 'to open (mouth)°®

bohy 'slippery’

b. Groups of consonants consist of two consonants. The /Q?
aprears with all the consonants except the /s/ and thé /h/; the
/s/ appears with /¢/ and /£'/; the /kx/ apnears with all the
consonants except the /h/, /k/ and /k'/.

In the word medial poistion a consonant from 1list A is
with one from 1list B:s

A B
voickless stop ' voiceless stop
affricate /v/
/v/ affricate
(neither /x/, /*'/v /c/s
nor /c'/ occur)
The voiceless ston and the /h/ also accur with a liquid or

with a semivowel,
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List of word medial congonant clusters

/ot/ noptesan ‘cause to believe'

/p't'/ hop't'an ‘to accuse

[tk / sutk'in 'to return, to turn over'

/t'h/ but*ha' *flood"'

/kp/ wAlAkpat *backward’

/kp*/ wAkp'ehl 'six’

/k'v/ ?ak'bi ‘yesterday"’

/k*p/ gkk'pAk' 'to plant'

/ét/ wugtAl 'to squat’

/') mig'ti‘an 'to taste'

/hp/ géhpan ‘to prepare’

/te/ sit&okon 'to place face down'

/ke'/ vAKY*um *seed of squash'
1, LY/ Z'u'd*ub 'vadger’
15, /km/ gkkme' ‘deer’
16, /k'n/ bAk'nan ‘to fear'

In word final poistion /h/ occurs with all other consonants
except /v'/, /1/y /%/y /s8/y /t/y and fw/.

/ng/ pohp A4e ‘reed mat’

p
/nt/ swuht ‘witch doctor'

/htt/ hunSuht" ' a small plece’
/hkx/ k*'ahk *fire'

/hk*/ pahk* ‘mud wall'

/hv/ #£'ihd 'a writing’
/né/ mahg 'skirt®
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/nér/ hunluhé ‘one tablespoon'
/hg'/ % ¥und' *robber?
v
/hm/ ¢ 'uhm *squash’
/hn/ tahn ‘beast’
/n1/ ‘tehl ‘gide’
/hy/ #a ¢'Ahy *firm'

c. Digtribution of the vowels
All the vowels occur in word-medial and word-final posi-
tions. There are no coocuérrence restrictions between vowels

and consonantsl There are no vowel clusters. Sdries of vowels

are interrupted by the glottal stop, bu?ul ‘'beans’.

1l.5. Morphophonemic changes
a. There are cases of optional metathesiss

bAKS " um / bA¥k*um 'squash seed’

There is also optional metathesis in non-adjacent consonants.

Note that glottalization stays constant and only the point of
articulation changest

yik'ot / yit'ok 'with'
There is optional metathesis of a liquid or nasal with the
glottal stops

k'a'man / k'am'an 'to get rich’ ‘an

€1i172at / &'inlat ‘rib

be. Logs of consonants
The cluster /1t/ is reduced by the loss of /1/ in the speech
of many people, although some speakers retain the /1/3

koltan / kotan 'to help'
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c. Congonant change
When /k/ precedes /k/ or /k'/, it is weakoned to /h/,
as in wolik 4 k'a’man = woli k'a‘man; k + kusStilel= kuStilel.
The final /m/ of the suffix -em that signifies the perfect
tense becomes /n/ after a bilabial consonant in the preceding
syllable:
¢Am + -em = GAmen
huhp' + =-em = huhp'’en
luhb ¢+ =-em = 1luhben
The /m/ becomes /n/ before /t/, as in &oam # -tilel = &'Antilel

‘to bring here'. The /n/ becomes /m/ before the /b/, /p/, and

v
/p'/, as in comben °'to sell to him' ton + -benf mAmbil
h

‘bought’' ma® mAn + -bil; hump'gg ‘one’ hun + ~pteiy -p'ehl,
Clusters of like consonants reduce to one, as in pit + til =

pitil 'a ball of stone'; mik + kah = mi kah 'I am going to'

d. Vowel change

The initial /a/ in verbs or substantives becomes /A/ when
it is prefixed by the pronouns /kx/, /a/, or /i/. Therefore,
from alas *toy’' we have the forms kalas °'my toy', a wAalas ‘'your
toy', i yAlas ‘his toy’. "hen -al is suffixed to certain roots
of the type CAC to form an adjectival root, the /a/ of the
suffix becomes ¥ /A/, as in ham } -al hamAl 'open'f(but
kaw + =-al = kawal 'open (mouth'. Chol does not permit
vowle clusters. The semivowel /w/ occurs between vowels after
the second person personal pronouns

ma? + A%len ma? wAa?len

a ¢+ alobil a walobil
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The semivowel /y/ occurs between vowels after the third
person personal pronount
sami + =-on = samiyon 'I go'
i 4 alobil = 1 yalobil ‘his child*
The reduplicated vowel is lost upon the suffixation of =-lel
to the stém:
bu?ul ‘'beans' + -lel = bu?lel ‘'bean patch'
/g/ becomes /&/ when followed by /t/
ma¥ + -to = mafto 'not yet®
A sequence of identical consonants is reduced to a single consonant:
pit + tAl = pital 'the size of a stone'

mik + kah = mi kah 'T shall begin®
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CHAPTER 2
THE FORMATION OF VERB STEMS

2,0, The word classes of Chol ares verbs, nouns, attri-
butives and particles. Verbs, nouns, and attributives are dis-
tinguished by the inflectioral affixes which may occur with
them, Particles do not occur with any inflectional affixes.

Words may inherently belong to any one of the four word
classes, It is also possible to change a lexical item from one
word class to another by adding a prefix or a suffix of the
desired class,

Thig chapter describes the characteristic syllable structure

of the simple stem of the verb and 1istskhe derivational affixes

found in the complgéx stems.

hart I

Verb 8tem Derivation

The following chart lists the affixes which certain roots
may take to form verb stems together with their resultant
meaning. A description of the affix classes follows the chart.

Base (CVvC Affix Transitivity Class

tr/intr root «B¥ -b-Vn, -4-Vn, &'-Vn, Transitive 1
-k=-Vn, =k'=Vn, =1-Vn,
-n-Vn, -s-Vn, -t-Vn, =-¢*'-Vn

e, i

tr/intr root -V¥nt  -an, =-in Transitive
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tr root -un, =-ilan, -ulan Transitive of
intr root motion

ntr root -~cokon PRSREAEI VS8 tion

tr/attr root -esan, -san, -tesan Transitive
(by causative)

ntr root -mV1l, =-1V1, =-tV1 Intransitive

tr/ntr root Intransitive

ntr/attr root Intransitive

v

attr root ? Intransitive
(inchoative)

2.1. Simple verb stemg

Simple verb stems are e non-derived, of the type CVC.
Examples ares

ham *to open’ find*

hud* 'to grind* show'

fup*® "to close’ measure’

k'el 'to see’ break up’

k'es 'to change'

2.2, Complex or derived verb stems include one of the
following suffixes: -b-, -5;. &rey k-, k -k’'-, =1-, =-n-, -g-,
~t~, -f'-, -an, =-in, -un, -ilan, -ulan, -gbkon. -es-, ~tes-,
-m-, =-V1, -Vhel, -Vyel, -an, -Vn.. Chart II lists the affixes

with an indication of the required characteristics of the simple
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stem to which they are attached and the resultant meaning.

(1) Class one consists of neutral roots which take stem
formativés of order 1 and the suffix -Vn of order 2 to form
transitive verb stems. No meanings can be assigned to the roots.
Stem formatives of order 1 ares -b-, -¢-, -¢'-, -k-, -k'-, -1-,
-n-, =-s-, -t-, -c'-. Examples arei

hegb- - hegian ‘*to drag'

tik'1l- tik'lan 'to molest"’

?ak’'n- ?ak’'nan 'to clean (cornfield)®

hu?s- hu?san 'to lower’

kant- kantan 'to care for'

mAk'l- - mAk'lan 'to feed'

(2) Class two consists of transitive and neutral roots
which take suffix -Vn of order two to form derived transitive
stems.l No meanings can be assigned to the roots. Examples are:

his- hisan 'to destroy’

mAg - mAsan 'to swallow’

kos~- kosan 'to raise’

nus- nusan 'to pass'

yAS- yAsan 'to drop'

?ub =in ° “ubin 'to listen'

lok's- lok'san 'to take out'

nole' - i nolé'in 'to knock down'

p'ohk- i p'ohkin 'to stumble over'

mudk' - mugk'in 'to join'

Irhere is comparative evidence in Chorti of this being a sep#rate
form class (personal communication from John Fought). Chorti is
a related Mayan language spoken in Guatemala.
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(3) The suffixes -un, =-ilan, and -ulan occur with certain
transitive and em neutral roots to form transitive stems of
class three, indicating motion.

(a) -un, examples are:

has- - hagun roll’

mis=- misun sweep'

tAKG- tAkCun tickle’

wilf’- wilg'un revolve'

tuht- tuhtun deplume’

b1k’ - bklk*un roll’

hamg"® - hAmgZ'un rotate'

sahk'- sahk’un. mould’

suhk' - suhkun clean’

#g'ihb- - -un #'ihbun write'

(b) -ilan, examples aret

k'ut 'grind again’ - -ilan k'utilan 'to grind'

got 'to roll’ - -ilan gﬁtilan ‘to roll’

wos 'to mould (in ball) - =-ilan wosilan ‘'to mould
(in balli)’

pAk 'to double’ -ilan pAkilan 'to double several
’ times

(c) -ulan, examples ares

bAl=- - -ulan balulan *to roll’

k

¢'ach- - -ulan f#'achulan 'to raise and lower the
extremities’

1Am- - -ulan lAmulan 'to agitate’
(4) The suffix -gbkon occurs with certain neutral roots to

form transitive stems of class four. The action is one of placing
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an object in a certain physical position. No meanings can be
agsigned to the roots. Combare paragraphs 3.2.6, and 7.4.3.
Examples ares

buc- -gokon buégokon 'to seat’

v v Vv R
k'Ac- -cokon k'Accokon 'to place on an animal®

v
/}( -cokon pAé%okon 'to place in prone position®

-&okon wa?¢éokon 'to place in standing position'
nol- -gokon noléokon *to lay down with faceup®
1ag- - -¥okon 1ag¢&0okon *to stack up'

(5) The suffixes -s-, -es-, and -tes- occur with certain
transitive andatributive roots to form causative stems of class
five, Stems so formed always take -an, an order two suffix., A
transitional glottal stop occurs between the causative suffix
and the preceding consonant.
(a) -s-, examples ares
fu? - =-s= - -an gu?san ‘to give to suck’
(b) -es-, exam ples ares
nuk ‘large’ - -esg- nuk?esan 'to enlarge’
pek' ‘short’ -eg- pek?esan  'to make lower’
pim  *thick’ -es- pim?esan ‘to make thick®
hay ‘thin® -eg=- hay?esan *to make thin'
érn- -  -es- ¢an%esan 'to make cold’
(c) -tes-, examples ares
kan  'to know' - -tes- kantesan 'to teach’
hog 'to empty’ -tesg- hoftesan 'to empty’

WAY- -teg- wAytesan 'to put
. to sleep’

¢ihib ‘new’ -tes- #Zihibtesan *to make new’
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(6) The suffixes -m-, -1l-, =t- oecur with certain neutral
roots to form derived intransitiveé verb stems of class five.
Suffix -V1 always occurs with stems so formed. Examphpes ares

toh-~ - -m=- - =el tohmel ‘Yo explode'

?ok'- ~-m- ?0k’mAl ‘%o rot'

soh- -m- =Al sohmAl 'to shrink®

hAh- -1- -el hahlel 'to slide*

suh~ -t- -el suhtel =to return home’

weh~- - -1- - -el wehlel -to fly'

(7) The suffix -V1, as order one, occurs with certain tran-
sitive andneutral roots of the CVC class. Examples are:

pul 'to burn' - =el pulel *to burn’

way- (waytan 'to put to sleep')1 -  =el wAyel ‘to sleep'

hul- - =el hulel 'to lower'

num- -el numel 'to pass'

k'ot- - -el k'otel ‘toarrive (there)"

It also occurs as order two in the formation of the present
pasgive. The infix -h- and the suffix -el indicating present
passive occur with % transitive stems except those that end in

v
-h, -s, -8; exampies-ares+ the suffix -tAl marks passive for stems

v [\
ending in -h, -s, and -s. E§pplns ares

but’ ‘to f£il1* buht'el 'to be filled’

ham *to open' hahmel 'to clear up (the weather)
Kkne ‘to tie' kahGel , 'to be tied’

YAD ‘to extinguish® yahpel °'to be extinguished, erased’
1Ap *to dress® 1Ahpel *to be £ dressed (clothes)®
hag® ‘*to hit’ hahg*el 'to be hit*

1Compare wAytesan 'to put to sleep’
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k'el 'to see’ k'ehlel ‘to be seen'

But note the difference in verbs that end in -j, -g, =-st

‘wus ‘to plag (flute)'  wustal ‘to be played (passive)®
tah "to find' tahtal "to be found'

v LV
pis *to wrap' pistAl *to be ¥ wrapped®

(8) The suffixes -Vhel and -Vyel are of order one and occur
with certain neutral and attributive roots to form intransitivizing

stems of class seven. Examples are:

nug- = <=hel nugihel *to swim®
hal - =ihel halihel *to linger!
mig' -  =ahel mig'ahel *to be angry'
nah- = =iyel nahiyel ‘to forget'

(9) The suffix -an is of the order one and occurs with
certain attributive roots to form class eight. A transitional
glottal stop occurs between the stemf and the suffix. Examples

ares

k'am ‘'sick® - -an k'am?an ‘to get sick®

2at ‘wet’ - =an ?agfan 'to get wet'

2ug ‘good® - -an 2ug?an 'to become good®

hal 'a long time' - -an hal?an ‘'to take much time®
bhg ‘busy’ - =-an bAgban ‘to get busy’

naht '‘distant = -an naht?an *to become distant’®
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CHAPTER 3

THE FORMATION OF NOUN STEMS

Chart III

Pormation of Nouns by Affixation

The following chart lists the affixes which certain roots

may take to form noun stems, together with their resultant

meaning. A description of the affix classes follows the chart.

Base

Affix

(Affixes occur with
certain examples of
stems)

noun stems

(all order 1)

v
S=, ah-

Resultant Meaning

personalizer

Class

tran. and ntr.
roots, CVC

-ib, -onib

instrument

noun roots, tr. roots,
cve

-bal

process

tr. roots, CVC

-0l

infinitive

tr. stems, -n

-ya

quality or state

ntr. roots

-1ib

instrument

intr. roots, =-el

-ibal

a point of time

noun stems

-al, -il, -lel

extension, or
place of

tr. roots, CVC

=hes.e=il
i see-il

instpument

tr., noun and attri-
butive roots

-Vhel

state of (may be
use with woli)

attr. stems, -na

io- o-yelp
i .n.-el
F Y

state or quality

attr, stems

lal
i es e

=lel

quality or
condition
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3.1 Simple noun gtems

Simple noun stems may be of any of the following syllable
structuress CVC, CVCC, CVCVC, CVCCVC, Chart III lists the
affixes with an indication of the required characteristics of
the simple root to which they are attached and the resultant
meaning, Examples of CVC which occur with the phrase ‘he, she,
it is' ares k'ay ‘song', son ‘dance', t'an ‘word'.

do not

Examples of qu@hichfgccur with the phrase 'he, she, its is®
aret ham ‘grass', te? ‘'tree', cab ‘honey’, ha? ‘water’',
g;en ‘cave'., See paragraph 3.1.10,

Examples of CVCC are:

4
c'ahb ‘fast’ #*'ihb  ‘writing'

Sund ’robﬁer'

Examples of CVCVC ares
bak'en 'fear' ?uk’el ‘cry’
bayAab  ‘*yawn' mulil *sin'
?onel  ‘shout’ tokal ‘cloud’

Examples of CVCVC stems with vocalic harmony ares
?aé'am  ‘'salt’ holoé  ‘corn husk’
ha?al ‘rain' we?el  ‘meat’
?igim ‘corn’ winik  ‘man’

Examples of CVCCVC are:s
pancan *heaven' 7e?tel ‘work*
?ehméé *raccoon’ ‘sAmbal  ‘*walk'
3.2. Formation of nouns by affixation

' Complex or derived noun stems include the prefixes s~ or

ah- or one of the following suffixes: ~ib, -onib, -bal, -ol,
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-ya, -1ib, =-ibal, =-al, -il, =-lel, —hgil. -Vhel, - ...-yel,

- +vs-€l, 1 ..,-1lel, Chart III lists the affixes with an indica-
tion of the required characteristics of the simple stem to which
they are attached and the resultant meaning.

(1) Class one consists of prefixes 51 and ah- which are
personalizers. The prefix EL designates a person associated with
the lexical meaning of the stem to which it is attached. Examples
ares

gmarfa Marfa

+ koltaya ‘helping’ gkoltaya *helper'’
+ mulil ‘sin® §%ulil 'sinner*

The prefix ah- is also a personalizer, but it is especially
used to designate a male person P associated with the lexical
meaning of the stem to which it is attached. This usage is

more common in Sabanilla and Tila than in Tumbal&. Examnles are:

sah~- # pAt ‘make' + otot ‘house’ ahq‘totot ‘builder’ A

K ah- - ¢31taya ‘helpin® ahkoltaya ‘helper’

(2) The suffixes -ib and -onib occur with verb roots of a
CVC shape to form class twoe. The suffix =-ib indicates that the
noun is an instrument assoicated with the lexical meaning of
the stem, Examples ares

Gik  'to sift® & -i cikib  'basket’

WAY - .wnyib ‘bed’

pug’ -ib pug'ib . ‘’refuge’

yog- . = =ib yogab *entrance’

The suffix -onib is also used to nominalize a verb as &nm an

instrument. Examples are:




Chol Grammar

v v
cik  '"to sifty' -onib cikonib ‘sifter’
hul  'to shoot' -onib’ hulonib  ‘gun'

k'el ‘to see' - -onib k'elonib ‘window'

tek' 'to trample' - -onib tek'onib ‘notched lo (fO!' .
g
ladder) '

mel ‘to judge' -onib melonib ‘court’

1Aw ‘to mend' - =onib lfwonib ‘patch’

(3) The sugfix -bal occurs with certain transitive stems
of the CVC shape and with certain noun stems to form class three.
The suffix -bal indicates that the noun refers to a process that
is assoéiated with the lexical meaning of the stem. Examples are:
8i? 'firewood’ - -bal 8i?bal ‘gathering firewood'
hal ‘to braid’ -bal halbal 'braiding’
hug' ~*to grind’ -bal  hué'bal ‘grinding'
‘k'ah 'to harvest' -bal  k'ahbal ‘harvest®
mel 'to make' - =bal melbal ‘work, resudt of work®
(4) The suffix -ol occurs with certain transitive roots of
the CVC shape to form class four., It has the function of an
infinitive and is usged only with the verbal expression meaning
‘knows how to.' Examples aret
yuhil i 'he knows how to' ¢+ k'ah 'to harvest®' 4 -0l
yuhil i k®ahol = 'he knows how to harvest’®
yuhil i 'he knows how to® 4 ham ‘to open' + =0l
yuhil i hamol 'he knows how to open®
yuhil i 'he knows how to' + hug' 'to grind® 4 -ol

yuhil i hug301 'he knows how to grind'
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yuhil i ‘he knows how to' + YAP ‘to extinguish®
+ =0l = yuhil i yApol ‘he knows how to extinguish®
(5) The suffix ¥ -ya occurs with certain transitive stems
of the -n shapekfeplacing the -n, to form class five, The suf-
fix indicates a quality or state associated with the lexical
meaning of the stem. Examples are:

k*ahtin *to ask' - =ya k'ahtiya 'question®

koltan *to help' - -ya koltaya ‘help’
k'ufbin  'to love' - Bya k'ugbiya *love’
p’untan ‘to pity' - -ya p'untaya ‘pity!
kAntesan ‘to teach' - -ya  kAntesaya ‘teaching'

(6) The suffix =-1ib occurs with certain neutral roots of
the CVC shape to form class six. These same roots may also
take -V1 to form an attributive stem or -gskon to form a tran-
sitive verb, They are all related to physical position. Com-

pare paragraphs 2.l.4, and 7.4.3., Examples ares

v v
buc(ul) ‘seated" - =lib  buelidb ‘seat’
Sum(ul)  'living® =~ -lib dumlib  ‘dwelling’

A k'Aéi#l) ‘mounted' =~ ~1ib k'ASlib  ‘saddle’

t'ugkul) ‘perched® -~ -1ib t'ué’lib *perch’

(7) The suffix ~-ibal occurs with certain intransitive roots .
of the -e?élass to form class seven. The suffix ~ibal indicates
that the noun carries a temporal idea that is associated with
the lexical meaning of the stem. Examples are:

hil(el) ‘'to come to an end' 4 ~ibal= hilibal ‘its end'

kah(el) ‘*to begin' 4 =-ibal = kahibal ‘'its beginning'
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(8) The suffixes -al, -il, -lel occur with the possessed
forms of certain noun stems to form class eight. They indicate
the idea of extension or location that is associated with the
lexical meaning of thé stem. Occurrences of double 1 are re-
duced to 1. Examples of -al are:

ha? 'water’ + -al - a wa%al ‘your water'

lum 'soil’ + = i lumal 'his land®

K'ahk  'fire’ i k'Ak'all ‘*his fire’

#'ubehn ‘'dust’ i #'ubehnal 'its dust or crumbs
that are left over'

£9}

Examples of =~il ares
vy . v v,
?alagas ‘orange tree' -il ~ ?alasasil 'orange grove'
ha?%as ‘banana plant' -il - ha%asil *banana grove'
ham ‘grags’ -i1 hamil ‘grassland, pasture®

k'olol ‘oak tree’ -il = k'ololil ' oak gfove'

v v
pahc' *pineapple’ -il z pahe'il ‘pineapple patch’

Examples of -lel are:
bu?ul *beans' + =lel 2 bu?lel 'bean patch'
but*ha? *flooded river' <+ =lelz but'ha?lel ‘*flood*
kahpe? (Spanish) ‘coffee' ¢ -lelz kahpe?lel ‘'coffee grove'
?0k'ol ‘mud’ ¢ =lel =2 ?o0k‘'lel *mud hole'
#Anal ‘cold’ r =lel z ¢analel ‘cold country’
(9) The suffix -il occurs with certain transitive roots of
the CVC shape to form class nine. There is an -h- inserted before
the stem final consonant when -il is suffixed. The suffix in-
dicates that +the noun is an instrument or material associated

with the lexical meaning of the stem Examples are:

1/a/ changes to (A) and(hk) to (k').
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Z'Al *to adorn' i Z'Ahlil 'its adornment’
be:‘ ‘to roll up' i behgzil 'its instrument for rolling'
m?& 'to cover' mAhkid ® 'its cover'
bon 'to paint’ i bohnil 'its paint job*
(10) The suffix -Vhel occurs with certain transitive , noun
and attributive roots to form class ten. The suffix indicates
that the noun is a state associated with the lexical meaning of

the stem. The noun may be used with the verbal expression woli

ti 'he is.' See paragraph 3.l.f(£xamples ares

k'am 'sick’ + =-ahel = k'amahel ‘suffering sickness'
yAk® ‘intoxicated' + =-ahel = yAk'ahel ‘state of intoxication'
Kuc 'to carry’ + =ihel = kugihel 'process of carrying'
#*'ihb ‘writing® + =uhel = gihbuhel ‘document’
€01 ‘cornfield’ + =ihel > Solihel ‘seeing his cornfield’
(11) The suffix -yel occurs with certain attributive stems

of the -na shape to form class eleven. The suffix indicates that

the noun is a state or quality associated with the lexical mean-

ing of the stem. Examples are:
tihikna  ‘happy’ 4 il ese=yel= i tihiknayel ‘*his hapniness'

f£ilfilna ‘trembling® + i ...-yel = i #£ilfilnAyel ‘his trembling
for fear'

#ay¥ayna  ‘bitter' ¢+ 1 ...-yelz i gAyéaynayel ‘his bitterness®
(12) The suffixes -el and -lel occur with certain attri-

butive stems to form class twelve. The suffixes indicate that

the noun is a quality or condition associated with the lexical

meaning of the stem. Examples of -el are:

lThe prefix /i is the third person morpheme dendotlng number and
possession. The vowel of the suffix -na changes from a to A,
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®&3 sAk ‘clean’ i 4ee-el = i sAkel ‘his gray hairs®
tah  ‘bitter' i .. -elz i cahel ‘its bitterness’
#ah  ‘sweet’ i -el 2 i gahel ‘'its sweetness'
pah  ‘sour' i -el = i pahel ‘its sourness'
huhp* *fat’ i -el 2 i huhp'el 'its fatness®
Examples of -lel are:
pim *thick® i see=lel = i pimlel 'its thickness®
&an *tall’ cee-lel = i anlel ‘'his stature®
&*ihiyem *sad’ i ve.-lel 2 i o'ihiyemlél 'his sadness’

ug 'kind"® i eus =lelz i yuflel ‘'his goodness’®

3.3. TIhe formation of nouns by a combination of stems

Certain noun, attributive, and verb stems combine by close
juncture with certain noun stems to form subordinate endocentric
stems. The first constituent becomes attributive to the second,
which is the head,

(1) Noun may combine with noun, accompanied by thehoss of
the final consonant of thekirst constituent, Examples are:

tun *stone’ 4+ mut ‘chicken =  tumut ‘egg"

?alal  ‘infant' + Dbih ‘road’ =  %7alAbih ‘path’

(2) An attributive may combine with a noun, with the occa-

sional assimilation of m to n when it is the final consonant of

the first constituent. Examples are:

Bid
kolem $large’ + ha? ‘water®* = kolemha®' ‘river*

v
pam *above" + c'en ‘cave' <= pan&“en ‘above the
cave'

pam ‘above’ ‘tree' = pante? *log bridge*
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sAk ‘clean* + hol ‘head® = gAkhol '‘a species of
wild dog'

(3) A CVC verb stem may combine with a noun stem, with the
loss of a consonant following a sibilant., Examples are:
but’ 'to fill' + ha? '‘water' = Dbut'ha? *flood’
pig’ 'to wrap' + hol ‘head* = pifol ‘hat*
(4) A CVC verb stem may combine with -o0? and a noun stem.
The -0?- denotes instrument. Examples ares
:ih 'to nail’ + -07- ¢ 1awu5’ ‘nail* =

v, v
ciho?lawus ' hammer'

1u§’ 'to dip* + -0?- + ha? ‘water' = lué@?ha? *dipper’

p'el *to saw' + -0%?= 4 te? ‘tree' = vp'elo?te? 'a saw'
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CHAPTER 4

THE FORMATION OF ATTRIBUTIVE STEMS

Chart IV
Formation of 'Attributives by Affixation
The following chart lists the affixes which certain roots
may take to form attributive stems, together with their resultant

meanings. A description of the affix classes follows the chart.

Bage Affix Resultant Meaning Class
{all order

tr. roots, CVC -bil perfect passive

tr. and ntr, roots,
cve pogitional stative

intr, stems perfect active
attributive roots defective
attributive stems qualitative
aytributive roots quantitative
attributize roots quantitative

attributive roots quantitative

O @©®@ N O W\ W

ntr. roots, CVC locative

attributive stems temporal

=
o

roots of numerals temporal

]
[

attributive roots -leman, -motan{ qualitative and
-tihan, -wa%an| aspectual

roots of numerals -numerical indicates class or
claggifier shape

4,1, Simple attributivgétems

Simple attributive stems are non-derived, and may be of any
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of the followkng syllable structuress CVC, CVCC, CVCVC, and CVCCVC,

Examples of CVC stems are:

hal ‘a long time’ anh 'bitter*
bAg’ *busy’
An example of CVCC ist naht 'far'
Examples of CVCVC are:
k'igin 'warm® ?2uf'at *good’
#Awan ‘codd’ nagén ‘first*
Examples of CVCCVC are:
hontol *bad’ sahmAl 'today’

k*unte? 'slow’

4.2, Forﬂmkion of attributiveg by affixation

Complex or derived attributive stems include the following

suffixes: -bil, -V1k -em, -en, -Vs, -na, =-bi, ¥tik, -tAal, -law,
(Cip -an, -ku, Chart IV lists the affixes with an indication of
the required characteristics of the simple stem to which they
are attached and the resultant meaning.
(1) The suffix -bil occurs with certain transitive roots of
the CVC shape to form attributive stems of class one. The suffix
indicates an action completed by an agent. The action is associated
with the lexical meaning of the stem e% to which it is attached.

Examples are:

"

hok* *to hang'
e ynp

-bil hok'bil ‘hung’

- +

'to put out’ -bil = yApbil 'extinguished"

hud* 'to grind’ -bil 2 hué'bil 'ground’

+¢
k'el 'to sgee' + =bil = Kk'elbil ‘attended to'
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¢3) (2) Suffix #V1 occurs with certain transitive and neutral
roots of the CVC shape to form attributive stems of class two.
The suffix indicates a position which is associated with the lexi-
cal meaning of the stem to which it is attached., Examples are:
ham ‘to open' + -Al = hamaAl *open’
nup' 'to clase’ + %A1 = nup'ul ‘closed’
pAk ‘to fold' + ~A1 = pAkAl ‘with mouth down'
:ok ‘to throw away' + -01 = gokol ‘cast off'
wa’?- ' + =A1 = wa%al 'standing’
dep 'to cut' + =-el = depel ‘cut’
deh- ° + «el = fgehel ‘on one's side'
Verbs which end in -~cokon also pattern like the above, losing
the -zbkon suffix and adding -V1. Thuss
buédokon budul ‘seated’

v
wAycokon WAYAL ‘slept’

--el
set- -AZ setel ‘bundle of poles
lying down'

{hol- -Al nolol  *lying down®

(3) Suffix -em and -en occur with certain intransitive stems
to form attributive stems of class three. The suffix -m becomes
-n when there is an m in the root. %he suffixes indicate com-
pleted action which is associated with the lexical meaning of
the stems to which they are attached, Examples arei
saht- (sahtel 'to become lost') 4 -em = sahtem ‘lost’
gkm~ (SAmel 'to die') 4 =-en= GAmen ‘dead*
hahm (hahmel *to be opened') 4 =-en > hahmen ‘open*
?uht~ (?uhtel *to come to an end') # -em z Tuhtem ‘finished’
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(4) Suffix ~Vs occurs with certain attributive roots to
form attributive stems of class four. The stem indicates a defec-
tive condition which is associated with the lexical meaning of
the stems to which they are attached., Examples ares

» v v
bohl- + =-0s = bohlos  ‘uneven ground®

* v v . :
buhl- + =us = buhlus ‘corn cobs with few grains'

(3) The suffix ~-na occurs with certain attributive stems to
form attributive stems of class five., The suffix indicates a
quality or continuing condition that is associated with the lexi-
cal meaning of the stems to which they are attached, In the sen-
tence this attributive occurs just before the main verbd phrase.
Sometimes they occur before a descriptive clause in which there
is no recognizable verb phrase., They all seem to in?olve some
motion or process. Examples are:

*
buruk- + -na = burukna 8 'a continuing sound as of
an airplane engine’

tihik- + -na = tihikna  'happy’

wa?ak-* +# =na = wa%akna ‘strolling’
Examples of -na with complete reduplication:

1u?lu?na ‘quifering of eye lash'

mAmAkna ‘half cloudy'

SApsApna '‘sound of passing gunshot’

#i1filna Ytrembling (from fear or cold)'

(6) Suffix -tik occurs with certain attributive stems to
form attributive stems of class six., The suffix indicates

degree that is associated with the lexical meaning of the stem

* No meaning can be assigned to the stem.
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to which it is attached. Examples
kisin ' shame +  =tik kisintik ‘*very shameful®
bohlog ‘uneven' 4+ -tik bohlogtik 'generally uneven'
lohwen ‘'wounded' # -tik lohwentik  'badly wounded®
?ok'ben ‘'rotten’ + -tik 2 7?ok'bentik ‘entirely rotten'
(?) The suffix -tAl occurs with certain attributive roots
to form attributive stems of class seven. *he suffix indicates
a quantity that is associated with the lexical meaning of the
stem to which it is attached. Examples are:
hom-* 4 =tAl = homtAl ‘many (people)’
1a1ac-* 4 =tAl 2 1lalactal 'many (pieces)'
(8) The suffix -law occurs with certain attributive roots
to form attributive stems of class eight. The suffix indicates
a quantity that is associated with the lexical meaning of the
stem to which it is attached. Examples are:
bAn-* + ~law = DbAnlaw 'many (long, thin objects)’
Sih-" + -law = cihlaw 'much (dew)’
p'Ak-* + -law = ©p'Aklaw ‘the sound of dripping of
large drops of water as it
beging to rain'
(9) The suffix -an occurs with certain neutral roots to
form attributive stems of class nine. The suffix indicates lo-
cation associated with the lexical meaning of the stem to which
it is attached. Examples are:
bak'~" 4 -an = Dbak'an ‘where is it?'

‘here’

WA?= 4 -an = wA?an ‘here it is'

ya?- ‘'there' 4 -an = ya?an ' there'

* No meaning can be assigned to the stem.
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(10) The suffix -bi occurs with certain attributive roots

to form attributive stems of class ten. The suffix indicates

time that is associated with the lexical meaning of the stem to

which it is attached. Examples aret

?ak'~ (?ak'Alel ‘'night') 4 ~bi = ?ak'bi ‘'yesterday'

v
¢a?- (ca?p'ehl 'two') 4 -bi =z &abi

'day after tomorrow'
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(11) The sufflx -1 ocecurs wlth the roots of certain numerals
to form attributives of class tua%ve The suffix indicates time
hence of the numeral stem to which it 1s attached. Examples are:

Sab-1 (Latptenl 'two') + -1<= Sabl *in two days®

ub- (usi'ehl "three') + =1z ust 'in three days'

%an- (g;np'ehl ! fourt) + =1 = gkni *in four days'

(12) The suffixes -leman, =-motan, -tihan, -wa?an, occur with
roots of attributives which are names of colors and refer to
qualities or aspect of the objJect partaking of the color.2
Examples are:

Yy v

v
cacak *red! + =leman cakleman 'brightness!

sASAk ‘white' + -leman sakleman brilliant’

v
yayas 'blue, green' v
4+ ~leman yAsleman 'blue and brilliant!

1?1k' 'black' + -motan ik'motan  'blek and grouped'

sasak ‘white' + -motan sakmotan ‘white and grouped'
€s6ak  'red' 4+ -tihan Saktihan  'blonde'
k'ank'an ‘'yellow' + =tihan k'antihan ‘*yellow*
saBAk 'white' + -tihan saktihan  'white'

w
171k" 'black' + -wa?an ik'wa?an 'black (standing object)'

VVVVVV VYV VN

sAsAk ‘white' + -wa%?an sakwa?an 'white (standing object)’

(13) There are numerical classifiers which divide into four

of sufriéeas

Set I The main set of numeral classifiers consists of morphemes
which agree with the things being counted in physical shape
or some other quality. [ See appendix AL® |(They are suffixed

to numbers 1
through 19.

1Gbmpare the analysis under (7).

zThese classiféers may be interpreted as (-lem-, -mot-, ~tih-,
-wa?-) + -an,
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-k'al
Set II The suffix 18 the base 20 and is suffixed to the numbers

1 through 19 to produce those numbers which are multiples
of 20. Examples are:
hunk'al 20
ca?k'al 40
Set III The suffix -bahk' is the base 400 (i.e. 20 x 20) and
i1s suffixed to numbers 1 through 19 to produce those
numbers which are multiples of 400, Examples are:
humbahk! 400
ca?bahk! 800

The suffix =-pik 1éthe base 8,000 (1.e. 20 x 400) and

is suffixed to numbers 1 through 19 to produce those
numbers which are multiples of 8,000. Examples are:
humpik 8,000
ea?plk 16,000
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4.3, Formation of attributives by reduplication

Attributive roots may be reduplicated to show intensification, or
to be specific., Examples are:
WA?1 *here’ : WAPWA?L *right here*
ya?i ‘there’ 1 ya?ya?i ‘right there'
Atrributive stems may also reduplicate to show color. RExampies-ave+
" Mean-eA- Meanings cannoﬁbe assigned fgﬂthe components, Examples ares
gk- + gAk = cACcAk ‘red’
k'An- + k'An = k'Ank'An ‘yelliow'

?2i? 4+ ?ik* = ?i%ik’ ‘black’

sA= ¢ sAk (sAk ‘'clean')z sAsAk ‘white’
+

yA- YyAs 2 YAYAS 'blue, green'

CHAPTER 5
THE FORMATION OF PARTICLES

5.1. Simpde Particle stems
Simple'particle stems may be of any of the following syllable
structuress CVv, C¥C, CVCV, CVCVC, CVCVCV, CVCCVC,
Examples of CV are: %o ‘still’, mi 'if!
Examples of CVC ares
e? ‘when’ ya? *there’
ba? ‘where’ mag’ negative
Examples of CVCV are:
kome ‘because’
guki ‘what'’

ya?i ‘there’
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A
Examples of CVCVC ares k'§1A1 ‘until', 1lahal ‘'the same’,

yik®ot ‘with'
v
Examples of CVCCV ares ?ilayi ‘here’, %?isiyi ‘that one"
Examples of CVCCVC are: sahmAl ‘todgy', bah%e? ‘how?"*,

?aktan ‘on the other hand'

GEAPTER-6
CHAPTER 6

PRONOMINAL FORMS

6,0, There are two groups of pronouns: those that precede
a noun or a verb, and those that follow. First we will deal with
the pronouns that precede a noun or verb, The pronouns that pre-
cede the verb point out the subject. The pronouns that precede

a noun are the possessive adjectives.

6.1. The possessive adjectiveg
The basic forms ares
Singular Plural

1. k ‘my’ lak ‘our' (inclusive)
k « + « lojon ‘our' (exclusive)

2. a ‘your' la? ‘your® épiural)
3. i ‘his, her, its’ i...=-0b ‘their’

There are four classes of nouns which are distinguished by
the way in which they combine with possessive adjectives.

1. Model: e%e4-~-thousely--All-nouns-whieh-begin-with-a-vewel,
pusik’al ‘heart'. All nouns which begin with a consonant other

than /h/ or /k/.

e
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2, Model: otot ‘house'. All nouns which begin with a vowel.,
3. Model:s hol ‘head'. All nouns which begin with /h/.
4, Model: ko? ‘midwife, All nouns which begin with /k/.

1. pusik®al ‘heart’

pusik’al )
k pugik®al ‘my heart' ~ lak puiik ‘our heart*® (inclusive)

k pusik®al lohon ‘our heart®
(exclusive)

a pusik’al ‘yecur heart’ la? pusik®al ‘your heart* (plural)
i pusik®’al ‘his, her heart’ i pusik®*al ‘their heart®
The first class is regular. The possessive adjective combines

with the noun without change.

2, otot ‘house’

kotot ‘*my house' la kotot ‘our house® (inclusive)
kotot dohon ‘our house®' (exclusive)

a wotot ‘your house’ 1la? wotot ‘your house®' (plural)
i yotot ‘*his, her house' i yotot ‘their house’

The second class incorpdrates the /k/ of the first person

as the first letter of the noun. Fhe stem o#the noun adds a /w/

between the second person and the noun. A /y/ is added to the

stem after the possessive adjective of the third person,

3. hol ‘head’

kol ‘'my head‘ la k01 ‘our head' (inclusive)
kol lohon ‘our head' (exclusive)

a hol ‘your head* 1a? hol ‘your head' (plural)
i hol ‘*his, her head* i hol *their head'
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The third class incorporates the /k/ of the first person
as the first letter of the noun and suppresses the initial /h/

of the noun. The second and third persons are formed normally.

4, ko? ‘'midwife’
h ko? ‘my midwife® lah ko? ‘our midwife' (incluive)
h ko? lohon ‘'our midwife' (exclusive)

a ko? ‘'your midwife® 1la? ko? ‘your midwife' (plural)

i ko? ‘his, her midwife® 1 ko? ‘their midwife'

The fourth class changes the /k/ to /h/.

6.2, The gubject of the verb

When the same set of pronouns precedes a verb, it marks the
subject. A suffix -ob, not found with nouns, marks the third plural.
The same pronoun which indicates possession before a noun aise
often indicates the subject of a verb,

The modifications of pronoun with class 2 nouns also are
found with vowel-initial verbs, for examples -uhil *to know', and
-om *to want®’, The plural indicator is the suffix -ob,

kuhil 'I know' la kuhil 'we know' (inclusive)

kuhil lohon ‘we know' (exclusive)
la? wuhil ‘you know' (plural)
a wuhil ‘you know' #uhil-tehon--iwe-know!

yuhil ‘he, she, it
knows® yuhilob ‘they know'

kom *I want' " la kom ‘we want' (inclusive)
kom lohon ‘we want' (exclusive)

a wom ‘you want' la? wom *you want' (plural)

yo$ yom ‘he, she,
it wants’ yomob ‘*they want®
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These two verbs occur without any indication of time. The

rest of the verbs require morphemes to express time,

6.3, Pronouns which follow a noun or a verb

o
Set IX prnouns follow nouns and verbs., They are bound forms.

The basic forms are:

singular plural exclusive
1. -on =-onla
-on lohon
2. -et -etla
3. # -ob / #

They indicate the subject or object of a phrase depending
upon their collocation. When they occur with a noun or an ad-
jective they indicate the subject. Examples ares

winik ‘'man® & -on ‘I* = winikon (I am a man)

g'isik ‘woman' + -et ‘you' = E'igiket (you are a woman)

&titon ‘boy' + # (zero suffix) = &'iton (he is a boy)

k'am ‘sick' # -ob = k'amob (they are sick)

The verb "to be' is understood in these cases without being
expressed. To express location the verb “an™ 'to be (someplace)®
is used with the pronominal suffixes. Examples: anon, anet,
an, e?c.

dbahce' anet? ‘'how are you?'

fbaki anet1a7 'where are $hey? you?' (plural)

ébaki an? ‘where is he?'

wA'anon ‘here I am’ ya' anob ‘here they awre'
The subject of intransitive verbs in past time is a pronoun

of set II in the postposed position. Examples mahlel ‘to go'.
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the stem is majli.

singular plural
£a' mahliyon #a' mahliyonla
#a' mahliyon lohon
2, #a' mahdbiyet #a' mahliyetla
3. fa' mahli #a' mahliyob
The ~y- occurs @ between vowels because vowel clusters are
not permitted in Chol. Thqkame set of pronouns occurs as the

object of transitive verbss:
#ah k'eleyet 'I saw you'
#a? k'eleyon 'you saw me'
#i? k'eleyon lohon ‘he saw us but not you'
£a? 1a? k'eleyob 'you pl. saw us'
#i? k'eleyonob ‘'they saw me®
h  #af k'ele °I saw hinm'
#i? k'eleyob ‘'they saw him, or he saw them'

Notice the ambiguity that exists in the third person.

6.4.Combination of Set I pronouns with asvect morphemes

With few exceptions transitive and intransitive verbs are
preceded by morphemes that indicate the aspect of the verbs

woli - continuative aspect, in the process of happening

mi - habitual aspect, action that is repeated

#a? = completive aspect, completed in the past

When these words are follwwed by Set I subject pronouns,contraction

)
takes place if the pronoun is a single phoneme, but not if the
pronoun #s consists of several phonemes as in first inclusive

lak and second plural la?.
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Continuative

singular plural

1, woli

2, woli

3 woli

4 k/n=wolik/h wolik/h .. lohon (excl)
woli lak (inc1)

+ a = wola? woli 1a?

+ 1 > woli? woli « i = woli?

In the first person the pronoun fuses with the final vowel of the

word "woli" when the verb that follows begins with a consonant

(except h). If the verb begins with h (hak') or with a vowel

(akx®) the
nop
k'el
hak'

ak'

pronoun "k" fuses with the verb. Examples are:
‘to learn, to believe', wolik nop ' I believe'
'to see’ wclih k'el 'I see’
'to answer’ wolik hak' (woli kak') 'I answer®

'to give' begins with a %owel, therefore woli kak',
wola? wAak®, etc.

Habitual

singular plural

mi

mi

mi

L kK = ; mi lak  (incl)
mik/h...lohon (excl)
+ a = mi la?

4 i 2 mi - i mi? ..., -ob

Completive

gingular plural

fa?

#a?

+ k/h 2 gak/n #a? lak/h (incl)
#ak/h ... lohon (exel)
+ a 3 fa? #a? 1a?

o fa? ¢+ i =2 #i? £a? ... -ob
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v . v .
1. #ak ca?le e?tel ‘I did work'. ga? lak cﬁa?le e?tel ‘we did work'
V N
#ak ca?le lohon e?tel ‘we did work' (excl)

2, #a? a?le e?tel 'you did work'. ¢a? la? Sa7le e?tel ‘*you fpl.)
did work*

3. #a #i? a?le e?tel ‘he did work'. #i? ba?leyob e?tel *they did work’

6.5. Emphatic subject pronouns

1. honon °'I' hononla ‘we* (incl)
honon lohon ‘we' (excl)
2. hatet ‘you' hatetla ‘you® (pl)

3. hini 'he, she, it’ hinob ' they'
These pronouns may occur alonek as an answer to a question,
When they occur in a sentence, they do not replace the short forms.
mahki ¢i? ca?le hini? *who did this?'
honon *it was I'
mahki a yum? ‘who is your boss?’

hini ‘he is’

6.,6. The relative pronoun bA may occur after the aspect
markers in the verb phrase. Examples ares (See chart VI).

. f s . . vV
mag uts'atik hini woli bA i ca?len
‘that which he is doing is not good’

\4
hini mula #a? bA sahti k ca?anac
‘the mule that went astray is mine'

6.7. Reflexive pronouns

To express the reflexive object, the possessive pronoun is

with the connective -bA, Examples:
lah
gah k*ele k ba fahp k'ele tehen lak ba
*I saw myself' 'we saw ourselves' (incl)
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#ah k'ele lohon k ba
‘we saw ourselves' (excl)

£a? k'ele a bA #a? 1a? k'ele 1a? ba
'you saw yourself' 'you saw yourselves®

#i? k'ele i bA #i? k'eleyob i bA
‘he saw himself’ 'they saw themselves'

The third person plural may mean either that they saw them-
selves or that they saw one another. And the first person plural
may mean that we all saw each other. Verbs that indicate the
position of the body, e.g. bubtArl *to sit down', wa?tAl 'to
stop', noltAal *'to lie down', k'AEiAl 'to mount', noktAl ‘to
kneel’, etc., have the suffix «tAl which parallels the use of

reflexive pronouns in Spanish.

6,8, Demonstratives
v
ili *this’ isiyi ‘that’

iliyi  'this’ igidi *there’

6.9, Number

The suffix -ob indicates two or more, It is the personal
plural in Tumbalé&. In Sabanilla it is the plural of persons
or animals. Examples are:

nohte?elob ‘ancestors’ winikob 'men’

alXlob ‘children’ mutob (Sabanilla) ‘chickens'’

The suffix -tac indicates non-personal plural in TumbalA.

It also occurs in the plural of gé‘ok ‘girl’ before the personal

plural -ob.
muttak ‘chickens’ £8oktakob ‘girls’

te?tak '‘several trees' tehklumtak ‘villages'
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The morpheme la indicates the plural of first and second
personal pronouns., It precedes pronoun Set I and follows pronoun

Set II. See the p%%oun sets in 6.4,

la- + a pi?Al = 1la? pi?Al ‘your companion’

la- + a wotot = 1la? wotot ‘'your hoyse'

la- # kotot = la kotot ‘our house'
#a? k'eleyonla ~ ‘you saw us®
I
#ah K'eleyetla Asaw you (pl)*

#a? tiliyonla 'we came’

winikonla ‘we are men'

CHAPTER 7
VERB INFLECTION

7.1, The agpect particles
(1) The continuative dfis expressed by three preposed par-

v
tiles. In the Tumbald dialect it is woli, in Tilait is conkol,

and in Sabanilla it is yakel. @®Bhere is evidence that yAkel was

an ancient form in the Tumbali dialect. Examples are:

woli? wayel 'he is sleeping' (Tumbali)
v )
conkol i wAyel ‘'he is sleeping' ~(Tila)

yAkel i wayel 'he is sleeping' (Sabanilla)

(2) The particle mi- expresses habitual or progressive

action.

Examples ares

v
H mik ca?len waAyel 'T sleep’
ma? ?len wayel ‘you sleep’
™~ 4 mi? ¥a?len wayel ‘he, she, sleeps'
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v
mi lak ca?len wayel ‘we sleep’' (incl)

v
mik ca?len lohon wayel 'we sleep' (excl)

mi 1a? ca?len wayel ‘you (pl) sleep’

v
mi? ca?lenob wAyel 'they sleep’

mik mahlel ti tehklum

' I am going to town'

ma? mahlel ti tehklum '‘you are going to town'

mi? mahlel ti tehklum ‘he, she, is going to town'

mi lak mahlel ti tehklum °‘we are going to town' (incl)

mik mahlel lohon ti tehklum ‘we are going to town' (excl)

mi 1a? mahlel ti tehklum ‘you (pl) are going to town'
mi? mahlelob ti tehklum

'they are going to town'

(3) The particles ¢a? and ti? express action completed or

past tense. #a? is used in the Tumbali dialect. Ti? is used in

the Sabanilla and Tiladialects. Examples are:

Tumbald

v
honon gak ca?le t'an 'I spoke'
hatet ga' Sa?le t'an 'you spoke'
v
hini #i? ca?le t'an ‘he, she, spoke'

hononla ga la k da?le t'an ‘we spoke' (ircl)
honon lohon gak éa?le lohon t'an ‘we (excl) spoke)

hatetla ga? la? ca?le t'an ‘you (pl) spoke®

hinob #i? ;;?leyob t'an 'they spoke'

Sabanilla » Tila

v
honon tik ca?le t'an 'I spoke'

'
hatet ti a ca?le t'an

'you spoke'
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hini ti? g;?le t'an ‘he spoke’

hononla #a lak $a?le t'an ‘we spoke® (inel)

honon 1lohon gak Gafle lohon t'gn  ‘we (excl) spoke'
hatetla %8 fa? 1a? ga?le t'an  'you(pl) spoke'

v
hinob #£i? ca?leyob t'an 'they spoke'

Sabanilla - Tila
honon tik ga?le t'an ‘T spoke'
hatet & ti a gﬁ?le t'an *you spoke’
hini ti' éé?le t'an 'he spoke'
hononla ti lak ga?le t'an ‘we (incl) spoke'
honon lohon tik &a?le lohon t'an ‘we (= excl) spoke’

hinob #:? && ti? gg?leyob t'an " 'they spoke'

(4) The particle kah in the dialects of Tumbali and Sabanilla
and the particle keh in the dialect of Tila express future

action., It follows the progressive aspect particle mi. Examples ares

v
honon mi kah k ca?len t'an 'T am going to speak’

hatet mi kah a gé?len t'an ‘you are going to speak’
hini mi kah i éé?len t'an 'he is going to speak’
hononl#mi kah lak g;?len t'an 'we (incl) are going to speak'

honon lohon mi kah ¢ ¢a?len lohon t'an ‘we (excl) are
going to speak’

henen hatetla mi kah la? ga?len t'an ‘you (pl) are going to spekk’
jinob mi kah i ga?lenob t'an *they are going to speak® _

In the Tila dialect the kah used in the above examples becomes keh,
The particle mu? also expresses future action., It occurs

with the intensifying suffix s, or is followed by the particle
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to 'yet'.

v . Vv
mus i ca?len k'ay

v
Bu? to i ca%len k'ay

Examples ares

CHART V

*he is about to sing'

‘he will yet sing’

Formation of Completive and Imperative Stems

Phe following chart shows the transitive - intransitive

dichotomy of the verb classes and the affixes which are taken in

common by these classes.,

of CVC verbs is a repetition of the root vowel.

Class

Transitive

continuative, habi-
tual, incompletive

Completive

The second vowel in the imperative form

Imperative

Final fricative

Final stop

Final -n, past

v

Final -cokon

fricative
stop

-n

tah *find*
1Ap ‘dress’
nihka-n 'move’

v
wa?cokon 'make to
stand up'

Intrangitive
tah-tAl *found’
lahp-el ‘dressed’

nihkAntel 'to
be moved'

wa?&okon-tel ‘to
be stood up’

legel ‘*ascend)

buK:tAl

'sit down'

taha
1ADA

nihka

v
wa?coko

tah-1le
1Ah-i

nihkan-ti

v
wa?cokon-ti
ledi

v
buc-le

taha
1ADPA

nihkan

v
wa?cokon

| Hortative

tahlek

nihkAn-tik

wa?i (impv.)
lefik

v
buci (impv)
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' ‘ Chart VI

Transltive Active Assembly

The following chart s shows the ordering of the morphemes which
must or may occur in the transitive active assembly. A description

of the morphemes follows.

aspect subj. manner causa- direc-

pro. tive tional
+ + + +

Tuture o
mi kah ca? -e8=
‘agajyn'

#ad

mu? to *hard!

mu?, mUF kahel

—San

habitual .
noh
ml

‘always

ki

continu- inten- 'nu 1

ative sifier .'care-
lessly

woll -1¥

completi
fa?
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7.2, Transitive Verbsg

A display of morphemes in the transitive active verb phrase
is given in Chart VI. By definition, transitive verbs take ob-
jects. The object of a transitive verb may be a substantive, a
pronoun or a nominalized clause. Mi, woli, and ¢a? are the
forms of the aspeét'ﬁarkers. The vowel of the aspect marker is
replaced by the vowel of the person marker when they differ,
When they are the same there is a reduction marked by a glottal.
See paradigms in paragraph . The pronominal subject occurs
within the verbg phrase, as explained in the chapter on pronouns.
A third person singular direct object pronoun is understood.
For examples mug kah k pihtan# °'I am going to wait for him®.

(1) A marker indicating action already begun or tevminated
is shown by the suffix -i;{which attaches itself to the continu-
ative and past tense markers. It also gives emphasis to the verdb

v
phrase. Examnles ares wolis i mel i 551 ‘he is how making his

v
confield'. #a?is i mele ?&otot ‘he has made his house',

(2) Formation of the past tense. Commare Chart V. Transitive
verbs with a simple stem (CVC) repeat the stem vowel after the
final consonant in the past tense, except when the stem vowel is
2 in which case a becomes A, except after h or 2, Examples ares

Continuative ' Pagt
wolik pAs °'I am showing' dak pasA ‘I showed'
wolik ham °'I am opening® fak hama ‘I opemed'
wolik tah ‘I am finding® gak taha °'I found®
Transitive verbs with a derived stem ending in -n retain

their original form jn the present and the future, but lose -n in
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the past.Examples ares
wolik sAklan ‘I am searching’ #ak sAkla ‘I searched'
wolik na?tan °'I am thinking' #ak na?ta 'I thought'

v . .
wolik bucdokon 'I am getting it down' gak buédoko * sat it down®

v
wolik wa?cokon °'I am standing it up® ¢a? wa?gbko 'T stood it up'

(3) A word modifying the action may occur between the pro-
nominal subject and the verb stem. See Chart VI. Examples are:

#i? Eéz taha ‘he found (it) again

#ak gal tece k Soval 'I e began to prepare my corn field®
See chapter 4 for a discussion of mbddifiers.

(4) A venefactive marker, -ben-, may occur after the verd
stem, and after the causative marker. This introduces the in-
direct object, indicating a person other than the subject of the
verb, Examples ares

woli? pulbenon k gol 'he is burning my corn field for me®

woli? kAntesAbenon kalobil ‘he is teaching my son for me'

#i? yAkZeyob i bA wah ‘they gave to each other food'

(5) There is a class of action nouns which occur as an in-
corporated 6bject of the trangitive verb ca?len ‘do' or °'make’ to
form a verb phrase which include the meaning of the noun.
Examples ares

mi? ca?len ohbal coughs' mi? é;?ien wAyel ‘he sleeps’
mi? ¢a?len e7¢el works" mi? da%len we?el ‘he eats®
mi? éa?len onel shouts’ mi? ca?len ha%al ‘it rains®
mi? ca?len uk‘el cries’ mi? &a?len bAé'uen ‘he fears'
mi? 5&?1en k'ay sings’ mi? é%fien é?mbal ‘he walks®

v v
mi? ca?len t'an speaks® - mi? caflen alas ‘he plays®
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woli aheAn ‘'he is groaning' wolix ti bog® ‘'it is growing'
woli ti ahlel ‘it is being said' woli ti uk'el ‘it is crying’
woli ti ahnel ‘he is running’ woli? haZ%al 'it is raining®
woli ti bahk'uel *she is in labor'’

(6) A marker ~-e? indicating an object or the end of aphrase

is sometimes used (especially by older Chols) when an object is

not expressed, It is becoming obsolete. Examples are:
wolik nope? 'l am learning it*
gak lote? 'I picked it up'

yom ma? tahe? ‘you ought to find it'

The following chart shows the ¢rdering ¢f the mopphemes
must /or may octur in the Antransitive and pAssive asgemblies

desgrivtion 9f the morphHemes folYows in se¢ction 7.7,
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7+3. Intransitive and pagsive

The subject pronoun combines with the aspect or tense

marker. The verb agrees with the subject in person and number.

v
cAmel

mi?

‘he dies'

. v s
? cAmel winik

*the man dies’
mi? ;;melob winikob  the men die'
(1) As in the transitive, the marker -ig’may occur to indicate
action already egum begun or terminated.
wolid i zes ledel 'he is now ascending'
¢a?i;’1éi;i ‘he already ascended’
(2) As in the transitive, a rgﬁﬂtive pronoun may occur
after the continuative, habitual or past tense. See chart VII,
hini woli bA mahlel hinaé José ‘he who goes is Joe'
hini ¢#a? bA tili hinAg José ‘he who went is Joe'

(3) As in the transitive, a word modifying the action may

cccur between the pronominal subject and the verb stem. See

Chart VII and paragraph 8.3.

hatet ma? poh kAytAl ilayi ‘you remain here a short time'

mi? %kn lefel ti teh¢glum ti huhump’ehl k'in ‘*he constantly
goes to the town every day'

(4) A marker, &ben, =-en, making reference to a third party

may occur before the marker of the past passive. The form -en

occurs after k'~-. Examples are:
v .

#£a? cilbentiyon ‘it was taken from me®

fa? hambentiyet 'it was opened for you'

- #a? nup'benti 'it was closed for him'

fa? subentiyonla * it was told to us'
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fa? tahbentiyetla *it was found for you (pl)*
#a? ak'entiyob ‘it was given to them®

(5) The formation of the passive of transitive verbs that

v
end in -n or i4—cokon. These form the passive with the suffix

-tel., If the final viwel is a, it becomes A. Examples are:
nig’tan ‘to listen' ¢ -tel=woli? nictAntel ‘he is
being listened to'
k'ahtin *to ask for' 4 -tel=woli? k'ahtintel ‘he is
being requested’
mi hak i k'ahtintel ‘he is going to be requested*

In the past tense, the passive suffix =-tel is replaced by
-ti, This is parallel to the stem change in intransitive verbs
mahlel vs. mahli., Examples ares

#a? nié;tAntiyon ‘I was & listened to (they listened to me)®

#a? nid'tantiyet &¥ 'you were listened to®

#a? nif*tAnti# 'he was listened to*

(6) The past tense of the insransitive passive ofthe tran-
sitive CVC patterns like intransitive verbs. It is formed by
the infix -h- and the suffix -i and occurs with CVC verbs not
ending in -h, =-s, or -;. Examples are:

hag® ‘*to hit' ¢ -~h- .. -i> ¢ga? hah¢*ihon 'I was hit®

k'el ‘to see' 4 =~h- ..b-i=-¢h? k'ehliyon 'I was seen'

(7) Transitive verbs of the CVC class ending in -h, -8, -8,
form the past passive with the suffix -le., Examples are:

PAS 'to show' + =le = _¢ga? pasleyon ‘I was revealed’

K'es 'to change®' ¢+ -le = fga? k'eSle °'I was changed'

tah *to find' ¢+ =le = fga? tahleyon ‘I was found'
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(8) Transitive verbs of the CVC class ending in -h, -s, -8
form the past passive with the benefactive by use of the suffix
-benti~. Examples are:

#a? pAasbentiyon 'it was shown to me®

#a? tahbentiyet *it was found for you'

#" nk'nn‘fi# 't was giun” to—him'

9 2 < s ’ :

v . .
#a? k'esbentiyonla ‘it was excanged for us’
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(9) The directional intransitive. An intransitive word

meaning "to move in a particular direction® may occur before
another intransitive $s indicating the direction of th7ﬁotlon.

Examples are:
(descend) (go)
woll' hubel mahlel *he is descending'
(go out) .
woll' lok'el mahlel *he 1s leaving'
(ascend gome)
woll' ledel tilel ‘he 1s ascending®

A directional intransitive may also follow a transitive verb

stem:

v. (return)

c'am suhtel ‘he is brirging it home'
v (epter)

c'am ocel 'he is bringing it in*

woll®' &'am lok'el 'he is taking 1t out'
st

wolli'

woll'

woll?' &'am mahlel 'he 1s taking it away'

(10) The intransitive of purpose. An intransitive verb of
motion may occur before a transltive verb, 7}0 oombtnd expression
has the force of purpose. Examples are:

mi? e:k'otel 1 c'uhlel 1 bak'tesan hinl winik

'the spirit of another man comes to frighten him'

fa? lok'l mahlel 4 mel i gol

‘he was iea% leaving to make his cornfield’

(11) Participles. An intransitive completive serves to express

a condition resulting from an action. The suffix -em is the marker.,

Examples are;

hulel *to arrive! #a? huli *he arrived! hulemi¥ *he already

v arrivea‘
mahlel ‘*to go! #a? mahll ‘'he went away' mahlemis ‘*he has

already gone!
legel 'to ascend' ¢a? lefl 'he ascended' lefgemis ‘'he already

v agcended’
These can be £E£}°9§§9,f°r persons hulemon&g/(:I already arrived’

mahlemett; ‘you have already gone'
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There 18 also a passive completive of a transitives verb((

Examples are:
bok *to uproot' :> bohkem *uprooted*
cok ‘to waste' t> cohkem ‘wasted?
ham 'to open' j) hahmen ‘opened’
puk *to scatter!' > puhkem Yscattered!*
pak' 'to stain' :> pahk'em 'stained?
(12) Defective verbs. They do not take tense agspect markers,
Examples are:
kuhil 'I know'
a wuhil ‘you know'
yuhil ‘he knows'
la kuhil 'we know (1incl,.)?
kuhil lohon ‘'we know (excl.)'
la? wuhil 'you know'
yuhilodb *they know'
kilal 'I seem to be'
a wilal *‘you are (condition)®
yilal ‘he 18 (condition) *
kom T want? la kom ‘we want (incl.)*
a wom ‘'you want' kom lohon 'we want (excl,)!
yom ‘he wants' la? wom fyou want'v
yomob ‘they want'
The word yom has several meanings:
yom to, anto yom 1t 18 still lacking'
yom 1 k'el ‘he wants to see 1t!'
yom ma? mahlel ‘you ought to go'
yom mahliket ‘you ought to go'
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talon 'I am coming' talonla 'we are ooming (incl.)'

talon lohon 'we are comlng (excl.)'

talat 'you are coming' taletla 'you are coming'

i:al£6 'he, she, 18 coming' talob 'they are coming'

present

semiyon 'I am going' . samiyonla 'we are cgging (incl.)'
samlyet ‘'you :i: going' samlyon lohon 'we are goilng (exol.)'
msami 'he, & , is going' amiyob 'they are golngk

samiyetla 'you are goling'

past
gahniyon °'I went' : gahniyonla ‘we went'
gahniyet 'you went' gahniyetla ‘'you went'
" 'he, she went' gganniyob 'they went'

it is still lacking'
yom 1 k'e 'he wants to see it

yomn&? mahlel "you Mo'

———Fom-mahtiet—'youU-oughtto—go'—

Tokke %mneratiycl '
(1) To'form the imperative of verbs of the stem OV0O the vowel
of the stem }s repeated, ‘Examplcs are:
depe hini te? 'be fells the tree’
,mill hinl mut ‘atranglo the bﬁioken'
‘loto hini ales *plok up - the toyf'
X'uSu hinl wah  ‘eat the tortillas'

-
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The same vowel of the stem is repeated with the exception
of a. The a is repeated only when the final consonant is h. In
other cases the a becomes A, This is the smme set of changes as
in the past tense stem. Examples are:

k'aha hini fgim 'pick the corn'

taha hini a wihg'in 'find your little brother'

hama jini otot ‘open the house;

(2) To form the imperative of verbs ending in -n, the final
-n is retained. Examples ares

tempan si? 'gather fire wood'

A

v PO s . .
wa?cokon hini am b# i ye?tel ‘designate an authority®
na?tan a we?tel 'remember your job'

(3) To form the imperative of verbs of position (ending in
v v
-cokon), the suffix -cokon is dropped and -i is addeds

v . v :
bubdokon 'to set’ buéi ‘*sit down' <_ buctAl ‘to sit down'

v
wa?cokon 'to make to stop' wa?i 'stop'(&wa?tMI 'to stand’

Compare paragraphs 2.1.4, and 3.2.6.

(4) There are hortative clauses which urge action. They
employ the particle 1a? and the suffix -ek or -ik. Examples with
passive stems ares

la? tahlek (tah 'find*) ‘let him be found’

la? kA:iek (ktg ‘tie') ‘'let it be tied'

1a? o'ihlik (&'ih ‘nail') ‘let it be nailed’

Examples with intransitive stems are:s

la? tilik a pi?al (tilel ‘come) ‘let your companion come®

la? mahlikon (mahlel ‘go') 'let me go'

1a? hilik (hilel ‘end’') ‘let it come to an ?@d'
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& The transitive verb may also occur with the particle 1la?
but without the suffix -ek or -ike. Exanples ares
la? i tempan si? Manuel ‘'let Manuel gather firewood®
la? lak tempan si? *let us gather firewood®
Their uses may be charted as follows:
1st per. sg. la? k Cok 'let me discard (it)*
3rd per. sg. 1la? i Gok 'let him discard (it)
1st per. pl. 1a? lak Gok 'let us discard (it)’
3rd per. pl. 1a? i Xokob ‘'let them discard (it) °

The hortative of the intransitive verb mahlel 'to go':

ng
1st per. d:. 1la? mahlikon ‘'let me go'

1st per. ple 1la? mahlikonla ‘'let us go'
3rd per. sg. 1la? mahlik#l *let him go'
3rd per. pl. 1la? mahlikob 'let them go'
(5) There are simple imperatives. Examples are:
kuku ‘'go' la? ku ‘come’
Aski ‘'get out' (to an animal)
(6) There are also pariphrastic wags of expressing a command
politely. Examples are:
yom mahlikonla ‘we should go'

yom hubiket 'you should dismonnt’
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T.5. Predication.

(1) "fhe suffix -A‘O/h occurs with certain nouns and adjectives
to give emphasis. Examples are:

wen "good' wenad’ ‘1t 15 good'

uss'at ‘'good' .u;!'atag '1t is good'

naht  'far' _ nahtad "1t 1s far'

(2) The suffix -1; ooours with words of sep aspeot, verbs,
nouns and des-cripti.ve words to indlocate action already finished or
intensified. Examples are:

#a?18 manll  'he already went'

konis 'I am going now'

winikid 'he is already a man'

woll$ t1 e?tel 'he is already working'

ak'alells '1t is already night'

hamalld "1t 1s clear now'
t

yahpemlsv 'is was already extingulshed'
Samen1d’ 'he is already dead'
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Chapter 8
FUNOTIONAL EXPRESSIONS

e
8.1. Negative Statements/ The negatlve 1s expressed by the

words mag + =1k and ma?anik.

(1) A negative statement may be formed by preposing the
tenseless :
negative word mac to a/\verb, noun or adjective and by suffixing

-ik. BExamples are:

%en 1t 1s high' mao Sanik "1t 18 not high'

yuhil "he Imows (1£) meo yuhillk  'he does not lmow (Lt)*
yon 'he wents (1t)' mad yomik 'he does not went (1t)'
mi? mehlel ‘'one is able' nad mehlik 'one is not able'
kalobil "(he) 18 my son' pad kalobllik 'he is not my son'
winiket 'you are a man' mao winiketlk 'yon*ra not a man'

(2) 1If the negative is used with =iz to mean not yet, the
¥ takes k
&— -1x oscuptes the & place of -ls:
pad Oanik 'he 1s not tall' ped Sanl¥ 'he 1s not tall yet'

(3) 1If the negative 1s used wlth -to to mean not yet, the

-to takes the place of -1& W‘N‘SW
‘ mad + -to > mafto 'not yet' NN ARANZS SN
affirm k -
7 (%) T*ﬂh 2 negative declaration the suffix -su rs—pieeed oM
v
whbla mac. ' .

v v - . Y
mao Ganik ‘he 1s not tall' ' macku oanilk 'it is certaln that
’ .he is not tall!

(5) A negatlve response 1s made by the use of ma?anlk in
the dlalect of Tumbalé end by ma%an in the dlaleots of Sabanilla
and Tila, Examples are: ’

-
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am ba a walobil ‘'do you have children?' ma%anik *I do not®

am ba i1 yalobil ‘does he have children?' ma%anik ‘'He does not'

form is also used for a negative statement:

ma?anik woli ti e?tel ‘'he is not working'

ma?ani& mik mahlel 'Tam not going*

ma?anik ga' mahliyon ‘I did not go*

ma?anik £i? eh g;?le 'ﬁé did not do it.

(6) Negative commands may be formed ty the use of mac ¢4
the 2nd personal pronoun plus a verb, Examples are:

mag a tAl 'do not touch it'

naé a hag* 'do not hit it*

mat a ca?len uk'el '_do not cry’

A negative command may also be formed by preposing mac ¢
yom 'it is fitting' 4 -ik to the regular verb with aspect and
person markers, @8xamples are:

mag yomik ma? mahlel 'you shouldn't go'

mac yomik mi? tilel ‘he should not come'

maé yomik mi? pAy tilel presidente ‘you (pl) should not

bring the president'

8.2, Interrogative words

\'d
(1) The interrogative words are: bahce? 'how?', baki?

v v, v
‘where?', cukoc? 'why?', cuki ‘what?', mahki ‘who?', Examples are:

bahgé? awilal 'how are you?'

baki ma? mahlel ‘where are you going?'
Cukod #a? makliyet ‘why did you goé'

guki a k'aba? 'what is your name?'.

mahki hini ‘who is he?'
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(2) There is an interrogative particle, ba, that occurs
after the aspect, or the pronoun or an adjective, Thesgﬁake
yes - no questions. Examples are:

mu? ba i suhtel 'is he geing to return?’

wolil ba a k'An hini 'are you using this?'

#a? ba mahlia’( *did he go?*

a wom baff 'do you want (it?'

k'amet ba?l’ are you sick?®

him ba a wotot is this your house?’

v v
cahpAbiletis ba ‘are you already prepared?’

843. Modifiers
There are many words that occur before the verb pwh phrase

indicating quantify or manner. Examples are:

"4
kabsl ‘much', cAn 'continually’, hal 'for a long time',

lahal ‘equal’, te$e1 *together’
v
kabal mi? ca?len e@®tel ‘'he works much’
v v
mi? cAn ca?len ha?al 'it continues to rain'

hal #a ? kale ya? ti? tikwalel ‘he stayed in hot country
for a long time'

lahal #a? mahliyob ti tehklum °‘they went together to town®
Other words occur after the aspect marker indicating manner:

v
$sa #a? poc yahli hini pisil ti lum *the rag fell on the
ground (crumpled)

#a? p'it k'Aski i yok ‘the bones (small ones) of his foot
were dislocated’

mi? tene tilel ha?al ‘the rain comes (often)’
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The form of a modifier may change with the construction in

which it occurs.
mu? hag’i kep kay i gﬁbal 'he only left his work in the
cornfield a little while'
kepkepna woli? pulel mahlel hini golel 'the cornfield is
burning by sections’
kepekna woli ti uhtel mahlel hini e?tel 'the work is being
finished by sections'’

v
kepel i-cobal ga? kAle ‘hiscornfield was left unfinished'

8.4, Expressions of agreement
(1) A phrase is frequently used in confersation to answer
questions., It consists of the particle ku ‘yes' following an
agpect particle, or the irregular verbs an, %uhil, -om, or
certain adjectives., We cite the manner in which it is used:s
woli ba 1 hap sa? ‘'is he drinking corn drink?' woli? ku
‘yes, he is'
mu? ba a mahlel ‘are you going to go?' mu? ku ‘'yes, I am going’
#a? ba lefi 'did he descend?' ga? ku ‘yes, he descended’
am ba a walobil 'do you have a son?' an ku ‘yes, I have’
al ba 'is it heavy?' =al ku ‘yes, it is heavy'
a gﬁ?an ba ‘'is it yours?' k ca?an ku ‘yes, it is mine’
yuhil ba ;kmbal '‘does he know how to walk?' yuhil ku
*yes, he knows how to’

a wom ba e?tel ‘'do you want to work?' kom ku ‘yes, I want to’

yom ba mi lak tuk'e? 'sha}’we pick it?' yom ku ‘yes, 1et'#pick it*
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(2) The particle ku is also used as an infix with Ze?i
"thus® or with hini 'this, that'. Variants are kwAy and AEkWAy.
For use of -y~ see paragraph 2-+§ 1.5.c. Examples are:

;e?kuyi o 2e?kwAyi o ;;?AgkwAyi ‘that’s the way it is'

v
hinkuyi o hinkwAyi o hinackwAyi ‘that's it*

8.5. Quotation markers

(1) These expressions often occur in thqéourse of a narrative

when the speaker is quoting someone else, or at the end of a
quotation, or at the end of adiscourse. Example: ares
é;?i 'that®’s the way it is'
gé? - a bound form of the pronoun:
go?on ‘thus I say’
ee Ze?et 'thus you say'
€e?en ‘thus he says'
detob 'thus they say'
(2) Complete sentences ares
ce? €37 yala '‘thus he said’
ce? #i7 yAlayob ‘thus they said*

v
ce? #a? subenti *thus he said to him'

CHAPTER 9
RELATORS

9.1. Introducers of independent clauses

These and other words and phrases may be used to introduce

independent clauses. <‘hey serve as links with other sentences
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in the text or as parenthetical expressions.

v
ce? ha'el
14 -
ce? hini
kome

. v
hin ce?
wAle

yik'ot

‘also'
‘well!
'because’
*is when'
‘now’

‘and*

9.2, Words and phrages and

There is a
ba?
ya?i, ya?
ya?ya?i

ya? ba? -

series of words

*‘where’

'there’
'there’

verb ‘there’

ya? ti -l(noun ‘there' .

ya?
+ ba? +4 verd
WA?

ya?
+4 ti
wA?

4+ noun éi

examples of their use are:

#a? mahli ya? ba? an i tat

ya? h‘yom ma? k'otel

yom ma? k'otel ya?ya?i
ak'A !gﬁé; kotot

here

Examples are:

awilan ‘you see (a parenthe-
tical word)'

s VO
hlnl_ea?an *therefore, for
this reason'

that indicate place

and. phrases that indicate place.
wA?1 ‘here’

wA? ba? ‘here'

wA? ti ‘here*

ila ba? ‘here’

ila ti *here’

there

where something happens or
is located

there

hewe
here

at a place,hn

‘he went where his father is'
*you ought tocome here'
'you ought topome here'

*put it here in my house'’

ti can precede various nouns and mean in or toa
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mal ‘inside', an ti mal otot ‘it is inside the house'

i humpat ‘'outside’, an ti humpat otot 'it is outside the house’
gan ‘above', yaZ%an ti :;n *it is there above'

i yebal ‘under', an ti yebal lum 'it is underground’
pam ‘on top of', an ti pam ;éhlel 'it is on top of the rock®

i hoytilel 'around', anob ti hoytilel tehklum 'they are around

the town'

913. Temporal expressions

Temporal expres words, phrases or clauses may occur at the
beginning or at the end of sentences or in the middle.
v .V .
ti ora hac mi kah i ca? suhtel ‘'he returns to his Bouse soon'

v s v . .
c'ihiyemonla ce? ma?anik lak pi?Al ‘we are sad when we do
not have a companion'

The following words introduce dependent temporal clausess

v [ %
ce? ‘when' mi? pAk' i col ce? mi? 2a 1lAk'tiyel i

yorahlel ha?al ‘'he sows his cornfield when
the rainy season draws near'
baki ora Awhemt baki ora an ha%al mag lah kud hini #£Anal
'during’
'in the rainy season we cannot stand the cold'
k*Al1Al 'until’ mik cAn tuk® lohon kahpe? k'AlAl ti mayo ‘we
continue harvesting coffee until May'
A number of temporal expressions occur with ti:
ti ak'Alel 'in the night*
ti k'inil ‘by day'
ti ora *soon'
ti yorahlel 'in its time®

v
%% eh ce? ti hunio 'in June’
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9.4, Conjunctions.
There are both coordinating and subordinating conjuctions,
some of which overlap, as the following examples show.

copulatives yic'ot *and’ simply unites nouns or noun

phrases.

It sometimes unites clauses.

#i? payms tilel i tat yik'ot i na? ‘he brought his mother

and father'

an ha?al yik'ot gAnal ti Tumbali °‘there are rain and cold

in Tumbal4’

disjunctives mi *or' indicates difference., It sometimes

occurs with clauses.

ma?anik mi? yubin k'ahk mi #Anal ‘'he ¥ has neither fever

nor chills’

adversativet pero, ankese ‘'although® indicate opposition

(borrowed from Spanish).
#a? mahli ti tehklum, pero ma?anik ¢i? taha presidente
‘he went to town, but he did not find the president’
v o, e ce ¥ . v
ankese mac i yorahlelis pak', %1? ca? mele i col
tath *although it is not time to sow, he renewed his cornfield’

V Mg s
causatlveékome 'because', ca?an 'because’, indicate-metive.
v ., . /

kome ca%an, indicate motive.

v v

ma?anik #a? mehli i k®asel ti ha? kome k'am £i? ca?le ha?al
‘he could not cross the river because it rained very hard’

v % v

ca?an & k’am £i? ca?le ha?al, ma?anik £a? mehli i k'asel ti ha?

'because it rained very recently, he could not.cross the river'
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purposivet indicates the purpose or reason

v
v
ca?an ‘for’ ca?anet ‘for you'

Y . . v s s
ca?anon ‘for me ca?an hini ‘for him, her®

v
#a? mahli ca?an mi? sAklan lum
'he went in order to look for land®

v
#a? mahli ti Villahermosa ca?an mi? £'Ak&ntel
'he went to villahermosa to be cured®

illative: indicates the result, effect or consequente
LY v
hini ca?an ‘therefore® ce?hini ‘therefore’

ga? ak’en?i i ye?tel, hini ca?an ma?ani¥ mi® kabAl mel i gbl
he was given an order, therefore he doés not work many cornfields®

v v v
#a? cAmi i tat, ce? hini ma%anis mi? yahnel ti escuela
'his father died, therefore he does not now attend school®
otherss

v
ce? bA  ‘when’

9.5. Conditions Gi)
(1) Simple conditions in present time are expressed by the
subordinate clause with mi 'if’, Examples are:

v
mi ma?anik mi? hag' hini lum mi kah i cAmel i yalobil
'if he does not strike the ground his son will die’

mi woli ti we?el yg? ti pam hini 1AZAl bA isim, ora abdi
. mi? hilel hini igim
*if he is eating on top of the piled-up corn, it is said
(giezhat it will sopn come tqan end (it won't last long)*
Simple conditions in past time are expressed by the
subordinate clause with mi *if*, Examples ares

v
mi ma7anik ga? tili ha%al,tikini§ hini Golel
*if rain did not come, the cornfield (will be) dry now'

mi #£i? hak'A hini, mi kah i pihtan
*if he accepted that, then he will wait (for it)'
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(3) Future event bonceived of as having happened. Examples:

v
mi #a? camiyet, honon £a? mik mAket
'if you should die, it is I who would be the one to bury you'

(2) Contrary to fact conditions. ik is appended to the

tense morpheme of the subordinate clause, or if the clause is
negative, to the negative morpheme, Examples are:
(a) In past time:

#a?ik tiliyet, ma?anik #£a? mahli José
'if you had come, Joe would not have gone'

v
macik #a? tiliyon, ma?anik g#a? behk'i
*if I had not come, it would not have spilt'

v v
ma? #a?an #a? mele hun ak'bi., maciki #a?is huli a kas
‘you didn't write a letter yesterday. if you had, your
kerosene would have come®
The subordinate clause may be a past participle with the
"to be" understood., Example:

hamAliki £a? mahli ti Solel
'if it had been clear, he would have gond to his cornfield’

(b) In future times

muk'ik a mahlel, mik mahlel ja%el
*if you would go, I would go also*
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